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maya, a fourteen year old girl, lives on Rieley 
Bay. Her older brother, Saul, and her father are 
� shers. She has a relatively normal life. Although 
everyday, early in the morning she sneaks out of the 
house, hops into her kayak and starts to paddle to 
a near rock bank. A few weeks ago she discovered a 
family of sea otters living there. She keeps it a secret, 
for good reason: last year a man up the coast shot 
a sea otter saying it was destoying his catch. Surely 
if anyone knew about them they would be in big 
danger. One morning Maya went out to see the otter 
when soon she noticed up the hill was a man staring 
out into the water looking at her.

Maya and her family get caught in a dangerous game 
to save the sea otters from poachers. 
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maya loves kayaking. She lives on 
Rieley bay with her brother, Saul, her 
father and her mother. She keeps it a 
secret but every morning she heads 
out in her kayak and goes to see a 
family of sea otters. Over the past few 
weeks she has become friends with the 
creatures. She’s soon determined to 
keep these otters safe, no matter what. 
One morning when going out to visit 
the otters, Maya looks up to � nd up on 
the hill is a man watching her. � is man 
could only mean no good, the sea otters 
are in de� nite danger.

Kari Jones is a Victoria-based poet 
and writer. She teaches at Camosun 
College, and is an avid hiker and kayak 
enthusiast. She’s also a family friend, 
but that didn’t stop me from reading 
her book. Her other books include 
Storm Tide, also from Orca Currents, 
and the non� ction guide, Hiking 
Adventures with Children.
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